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Examiner 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 9 ° th ' S communica «°". even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 )B Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 October 9000 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2 b)B This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

AM Claim(s) M5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) land 5-1 5 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) £4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

m Claims ±15 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9)Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)H The drawing(s) filed on^A-M is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
110 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 



12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 



Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) B Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) 
a)BAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1.S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) national ^tage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) $3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) , 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1 9) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 ■ The Examiner would like to thank Applicant for providing a copy of the drawing 
The drawing originally filed has been located and placed in the application file. 

Election/Restrictions 
2- Applicant's election without traverse of Claims 2-4 in Paper No. 7 is 
acknowledged. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "ash box at the 
other end of said cylinder" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). 
No new matter should be entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such omission 
amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See MPEP 
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§ 2172.01. The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: the connection of the 
cylinder and truncated cone and of the gas recuperator and any other element. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "a gas recuperator" in line 7 of the amended claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the specification. For 
examination purposed "a gas recuperator" has been defined by the examiner as the 
chimney for recovering the pyrolysis gases (6) connected to the cylinder (9) as recited in 
the specification. 

Claim 2 is unclear as to where the specification discloses "an ash box at the 
other end of said cylinder". According to the disclosure and the drawing, the ash box (7) 
is at an end of the truncated cone (10). For examination purposes, the examiner has 
treated the ash box limitation of the claims as presented in the specification and 
drawings as connected to the truncated cone. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Giraud 
(3,916,806). 

With respect to claim 2, Giraud discloses an apparatus for the pyrolysis of waste 
comprising: 
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a rotating cell (150) comprising a cylinder portion (151) and a truncated cone 
portion (152), each with ends and each rotating on the same axis (see fig. 11); 

a hopper for charging waste (see reference numbers 41-46) into one end of the 
cylinder portion (151); 

an ash box (154) at one end of the truncated cone portion (152) of the cell (150); 
a gas recuperator/chimney (157, 159, and 160); and 

a retaining threshold (see fig. 11 and col. 11, line 58- col. 12, line 20) between 
the cylinder (151) and truncated cone (152) creating a region of intimate contact of the 
waste with itself (d). 

With respect to claim 3, the retaining threshold is formed by a difference in the 
diameter of the cylinder (1 51 ) and the^ truncated cone (1 52) (see fig. 1 1 ). 

With respect to claim 4, the truncated cone (152) comprises a network of nozzles 
(176) fed via channels (183) distributing combustion air. No structural limitation has 
been provided with respect to the amount of air inserted and therefor the apparatus as 
described above can be operated to insert any amount of air into the chamber. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexa A. Doroshenk whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0074. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:00 AM 
-6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marian Knode can be reached on 703-308-431 1. The fax phone numbers 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-6408 
for regular communications and 703-305-3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



AAD 

January 22, 2001 



MARIAN C. KNODE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



